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these languages are Known as Signs. ~Terauuas ciCInents of

Components of s;igns. S}gn s have five major articulatory com
handshape, location, orientation, movement, and (in some fone)n;si__
tinctive nonmanual signals. ases) dis-

however, none has been adopted for widespfgeadg?tsi mgﬁﬁ:’

This section offers an overview of some of the most frequently .

ployed conventions for written transcription of signing. For additional

resources, see Charlotte Baker-Shenk and Dennis Cokely, Ameri Sign
Language: A Teacher’s Resource Text on Grammar and Culture; and Clayton
valli, Ceil Lucas, Kristin J. Mulrooney, and Miako Villanueva, Linguistics
of American Sign Language: An Introduction (bibliog. 5).

Glosses in ASL. The written-language transcription of a sign is called a
gloss. Glosses are words from the spoken language written in small capi-
tal letters: WOMAN, SCHOOL, CAT. (Alternatively, regular capital letters
may be used.) When two or more written words are used to gloss a single
sign, the glosses are separated by hyphens. The translation s enclosed in
double quotation marks.

The sign for “a car drove by” is written n as 53. 2
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